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Brene Brown – www.ted.com/talks/eng/brene_brown_on_vulnerability.html
Leadership is often about getting the attention off the front and into the mix

· Group's level of commitment should be pushing the max level of intimacy.

· How do they live out the “one another” reciprocal commands within the group (household)

· Dealing Prodigal's – book: “Come Back Barbara” by Miller

· Connecting people with others to assist the one another to grow in faith, hope, and love

· Theology of Creativity (secular) – book: “Orbiting the giant hairball” by Gordon MacKenzie

· Perspective – book “The Power of a Whisper” by Bill Hybels

Pride destroys Perspective

· Anything that can block the flow of the Spirit (cutting you off from God's grace and truth) is a menace that needs to be removed.  The bible says that the number one block is “pride.”

· Pride is a cancer

· If pride is the main perspective, not grace and truth then you don't have anything to give.  So desire to control, fix, takes over (manipulation).

Brene Brown - The Power of Vulnerability

1. www.ted.com/talks/eng/brene_brown_on_vulnerability.html
1. Expanding Persception

1. Where we started: "If you can't measure it, it doesn't exist"

2. Connection – gives purpose and meaning to our lives (it's why we're here)

1. When you ask people about love: they talk of hearbreak, connection: disconnection

2. The thing that unravels connection: shame – the fear of disconnection

1. it's universal 

1. (people who don't have it don't have the ability to connect)

2. it's underminded by excruciating vulnerability

3. Sense of worthiness – strong sense of love & belonging

1. difference between those who have vs. Don't have

1. belief that you're worthy of love & belonging

2. "Whole Hearted" people all had a sense of

1. courage – who you with your whole heart (different from bravery)

2. compassion – ability to be kind to themselves first and then other

3. connection – connected as a result of authenticity.  Able to embrace who they were

4. vulnerability – fully embraced

1. fundamental: willingness to take on uncertainty

2. can be messy

4. Why do we struggle with vulnerability

1. we numb vulnerability

1. why?  We are the most in debt, obese, addicted and medicated society ever

2. but we can't selectively numb emotion

1. thus we numb all emotion...including joy, happiness

2. Why and how we numb?

1. We make the uncertain, certain

1. religion, faith and mystery turns into certainty – i'm right, you're wrong

2. Politics, blame, a way to discharge pain and discomfort

2. We perfect

1. we try to perfect children, but they're hardwired for struggle

1. yes they're imperfect, but they'll fight & survive.  They're worthy of love & belonging.

3. Takeaways

1. We need to let ourselves be seen

2. to love with our whole hearts

3. practices gratitude and joy

4. I'm enough

Are biblical Humlity & Vulnerability linked?

Perspective

1. Preferences in themselvs are not wrong

1. however, default preferences can blind us that keeps us from seeing or valuing outside of our preferences

2. when entering into another culture, we need to be receptive to the guest culture.  Without judgement based on our preferences, remain open.

2. In attempt to diversify, we must recognize that the decisiveness of leaders can attract like-kind and like-minded people

3. Your view of yourself is dependent on your view of God – since we are created in God's image

1. Ephesians 1:3-14: "In Christ..." "In him..." "through Christ..."

1. Story: Paper cup w/ a hole in it – "is that how you see yourself?" (patched in Christ)

Pride

1. Emotionally Healthy Church – pg 119, reading through & praying the pride & defensive

2. Do we really see how destructive, pride is?

Identity of the chuch/individual

1. There are aspects of that are true of every Christian/Church, and then are are unique aspects of Christian/Church

1. There can be tension between the two

2. Sometimes God leads you by bringing certain people to you

3. Discovering the uniqueness of a church or individual can often be found by listening to the history of that church or individual

Practical Case Study

1. Does God want our church to be ethnically reflective of our community?

2. What is the Gospel?

1. Is it about peace & reconciliation?

3. Can the church give witness to the power of the gospel, for vertical peace and not be a model for horizontal peace?

1. Jesus physical healing is witness to forve sins

4. Is the phrase "separate but equal" biblical?

1. If my preferences, history, experience create difficulties and make open hearted biblical love, then the Biblical must trump the preferences, history and, experience.

