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Getting to know your team

· Meet frequently at first, then dwindle as team knows one another

· timeline of people lives

Rythems & Tensions (Seasons)

1. Ephesians 2:18 

2. Dual Identity: Citizen & Family

3. Rythems/Seaons in life

1. Brokeness & Blessing (wholeness)

2. Work & Rest

3. Sowing & Reaping

4. Pain & Blessing (comfort)

5. Loss & New Life

6. Giving & Receiving

7. Sacrifice & Reward

4. Tension

1. God's part & my part

5. Life is more organic than linear | Cyclical | Relational web

6. Hebrews 12:11 – stresses time

1. some seasons are unpleasent, but they're leading to an end (feeds hope & endurance in ministry)

7. Seasons

1. when i recognize that i'm in a particular season i can sk

1. what's the appropriate thing i can be doing right now?

2. God will often give us surprises in the middle of a season

1. what's God calling us to celebrate right now?

2. Taking the time to see what God is doing

1. one view of heaven: a wedding feast

2. can be typical of a seasonal transition

Upper Room Discourse – Page 19 of Handout

1. A Good example of Jesus creating a leadership season of testing/pain (w.o him being physically present)

1. upfront that there will be difficulties in launching the church

2. John

1. Washing Feet

2. How do you live out being a Christian without Christ's physcial presence?

3. John 13:31

1. Main Body of teaching on Truth

4. John 15 & 16

1. reviews the principle teachings from different perspectives

5. John 17

1. Prayer for the disciples

6. Strange Ministers Engineered By Christ

These seasons are promised (as much as you don't want them), but God will give gifts to allow us to go through them.

1. God allows need

1. (so we'll rely on him and his authority/power)

2. God allows Lostness, Aloneness & Temporal

3. God allows Challenges, Confusion, Crisis

4. God allows the evil one on and the World

5. However, Jesus gave them different gifts: Grace & Truth to deal with this situation

1. but they don't start using them yet

7. Healthy Leaders Respond to Christ

1. Humility

1. The first gift that Christ gives, is letting him bow down and wash my feet, so that I can follow him in a position of humility

1. Ex. Peter' refusal and later leadership 

2. Humility precedes intimacy

3. Deals with Pride

2. Positional acceptance (being in Christ)

1. What's my identity (in Christ?)

2. I am in Christ and in communion with him

3. Deals with Acceptance

3. Personal Intimacy

1. Christ is in you/me.  Working with him and under his power and authority, not mine.

1. Role of the Holy Spirit is inticral 

2. Creates confidence

3. Deals with Fear

4. Partnership Intimacy

1. Christ connects me to others in His Work

2. Unity, what we're going to accomplish as a group

3. Creates community

4. Deals w. Loneliness

Praying in the name of Jesus

1. The Lord's Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13)

1. Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name

1. honoring prayers

2. your kingdom come, your will be done as it is in heaven

1. yielding prayers

3. Give us today our daily bread


1.  providing prayers

4. Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors

1. forgiving prayers (relational/personal view of sin against people)

5. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one

1. protecting prayers

6. For thine is the kingdom and power forever

1. trusting prayers

2. Korean church teaches people to pray each step for 10 minutes (full hour)

Death | Self-denial (Themes of Upper Room Discourse)

1. Part of footwashing idea – dying to self leads to fruit & life

1. What am I to "die" to?

1. Take up your cross and follow me

2. What's the connetion between the Holy Spirit and Prayer

1. The Holy Spirit is the one giving us the name of Christ to use

2. Jesus connects the Holy Spirit to his name and thus prayer as we pray in his name

3. In the world, but not of the world


1. we want to walk in unity (in the world), but protect purity (not of the world)

2. Unity/Purity sheet

1. How far would you go with different people (leadership roles, etc.)

4. Peter Scazerro 

1. Dying to the wrong things

1. beauty

2. laugther

3. enjoying nature

4. hobbies

5. friendships

6. music

2. Things I needed to die to

1. self protection

2. defensiveness

3. lack of vulnerability

4. quick judgementalisim

5. failure to see how family/culture colored his responses

6. dividing life into sacred & sacred

7. failing to see God's touch in all of life

8. Peacekeeping because I needed to do peacemaking

9. ignoring limits / overcommitting / pleasing others

5. New Testament on "Death Statements"

1. John 12:20 | Romans 6:11 

2. 2 Corinthians Chart Overview – Excercises page 18

1. 2 Corinthians 4:7-18

2. 2 Corinthians 4:10 – "we always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body."

3. As we receive Grace and Truth from God, before we can give that Grace and Truth to others, we have to embrace death (denial of self)

4. 2 Corinthians 1 – God put us in a death sentence so that our reliance would move from ourself to God and Corinthians prayer. 

1. When God delivers, then there will be a wave of thanksgiving to God from the Corinthians

5. God consistently engineers these stranger ministers (struggling, groaning, urging, pleading, giving, rejection, weakness) but they serve be bringing you (death) a shift in alliance from trusting in self to trusting in God

1. Ministry is not babysitting Christians

6. In ministry, when we have tasted shifting our reliance from ourselves and begin to see that shift occur in others, there is nothing else like it

1. we need to rely on Jesus to bring life out of death

2. can't do ministry by relying on our self (shows up when we're unwilling to go into the other strange ministers)

7. 2 Corinthians 12 – Thorn in the flesh to keep him from becoming conceited (self-reliance?)

1. Weaknesses

2. Insults

3. Hardships

4. Persecutions

5. Difficulties

8. Proverb: God uses more of my weaknesses than my strengths

1. We tend to sin with our strengths (out of balance) than with our weaknesses

2. can we reach a point that the burden to see Christ in people's lives that strengths and weaknesses no longer matter?

9. What do you have to die to to open your heart?

10. Galatians 2:20 – It is Christ alive in me

1. not dying to self – structring ministry so that we have all the answers

3. When i walk into ministry, am i demanding something?  (i know what my desire/will is, and i'm demanding it)

1. God giving me an assignment when it's very difficult to see the fruit/success

1. these situations often reveal what's in our heart.  Do we struggle or leave the fruit in God's hands?

2. 2 Corinthians 11 – i am living each day with this mindset, or i am not

1. v.3 – being afraid for others that they will be led astray

2. in tension with demanding to see the fruit. 

3. Deep concern for people's welfare while being aware of spiritual warfare

3. Acts 20:18-19 – serving the Lord w. all humility and with trials.  Paul wept his way through many of the trials in his ministry

1. vs. 31 – be watchful/stay alert (battlefield view)

2. even his admonishment was with tears (as opposed to anger like over-scolding a child because they embarrass you in public.  

3. vs. 37 – incredible grieving: the group at Ephesus wept and kissed each other as they joined Paul on his way to the ship

4. Book: John Piper, Brothers we are not professionals – the danger of professionalizing the ministry

2. Difficulties, Admonishment, Distance

Grieving

1. own the loss, feel what you are feeling

2. grieve as a community

3. ministry leadership brings grief

1. #1 reason for missionary loss (retention) is not dealing with loss

4. leader has to model grieving

5. help people go through loss without anger

6. Journey

1. Repentance shares with many things in common with biblical grieving

2. Grieving is the process of saying goodbye to something i can no longer have

1. bringing sadness from the inside up to the outside

2. EV Hill preach his wife's funeral

3. After saying goodbye we often have a feeling of anticipation

1. we've opened our hands, let go of what we were refusing to release, and thus we are able to receive grace, truth and new life

1. if your'e demanding an answer to "why?" you're unable to hear 

4. Life can come from Death

7. Revelation 21:22 – God's goal is for his people to "say you are our God," and God to say "you are my people."

1. He shall wipe away every tear, death shall be no more, there will be no more weeping or pain.  The former things will have passed away.

8. Revelation 22 – Tree of life.  Healing of the nations.  

1. Witnessing & Grieving are two disciplines that will not continue in heaven

2. we were not made for pain and grief (triage to get us home)

9. What does not help in grieving?

1. Telling them that the lost person is now better off (no more suffering, etc.)

2. Quoting a lot of bible persons in the midst of their pain

3. "Fly-by" comments – "how are you doing?", etc.

10. What does help?

1. Honest presence

1. be with you and let you be who are and what you are at that moment

2. Sharing memories about the lost person can be encouraging (it's like giving them more memories for their mental photo album of the person)

3. "I just want you to know that we're praying for you"

